Shaker Heights
High School

Class Of 1982
“30 Years Later...”
Reunion Weekend • August 31st, 2012

Welcome To “Project 82”...
Thirty years. THIRTY years? REALLY?!?! It just doesn’t seem possible... but calendars don’t
lie so I guess it must be true.
First off I want to thank all of you who sent in material for your pages. It’s amazing to see the
different places we’ve all ended up after thirty years and great that we can all share our
stories. In reading through this I think you will agree that the SHHS class of 1982 may be
many things, but we are not boring or predictable - we’re quite the interesting bunch. Our
paths are wide and varied, and our stories are unique to each of us.
Let’s hope that future years bring good things to us all and that we can stay in touch either in
the real world or online.
Huge thanks are in order to the 30th reunion committee; Gretchen Hess, John Murphy, Cheryl
Bullock Palmer, Tracye Brewton, Ellen McGandy Underhill, and Kevin Glenn. This whole
weekend would not be possible without their hard work. Please buy them a drink on Saturday
night - they’ve earned it.
Thanks also go out to Cathy Mitro of the Shaker Schools Alumni Office for her help as well.
I hope you enjoy this stroll down amnesia lane - it sure was a blast to put it together.
Cheers,

Chris Horvath
SHHS Class of ’82

Friday, 8/31/12
Cocktail Party
John Murphy’s Home
15915 Onaway Road
Shaker Heights, OH 44120

Saturday, 9/1/12
Shaker High Tour & Lunch
Meet at 11am at the SHHS front entrance
Lunch to follow in the new 2 story Cafeteria

Raider Footbal Game
(after lunch on the home field)

Reunion Dinner

Embassy Suites Hotel
3775 Park East Drive
Beachwood, OH 44122
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Shaker Heights High Class of 2012 Mindset List...
A lot has changed since we walked out the door of Shaker High 30 years ago. The class of 2012 has
a very different perspective and faces a far different world than we did in 1982.
Here, in the spirit of the Beloit Mindset List, are some of the ways things look to the Class of 2012...
• They were probably born in 1995… which was the same year Amazon.com
went live.
• George W. Bush & Barack Obama are the only Presidents they have ever
known in office.
• They have about the same awareness (time wise) of Bill Clinton that we had
on Lyndon Johnson.
• Germany has always been one country and Russian courts have always had
juries.
• The Berlin Wall has always been in bits and pieces in museums all over the
world.
• Dennis Kucinich has always been some Presidential long shot, not a former
Mayor of Cleveland.
• They have no idea what the Richfield Coliseum was...
...and Cleveland Municipal Stadium has never existed.

• iTunes has always been around. They have never put a record on a
turntable or a re-wound a cassette tape.
• They consider Nirvana and Guns 'n' Roses to be
classic rock or oldies.
• Peaches have always been something you eat,
not a place to buy music.

• Cleveland has always had only one
major newspaper. They have no
awareness of The Cleveland Press...
...or why a newspaper would be
delivered in the afternoon...
...or why people even read newspapers
anymore (they read theirs online).

• No state has ever failed to observe
Martin Luther King Day.

• Cleveland has never had a National Hockey League team and they don't
know who the Cleveland Barons or Cleveland Crusaders were.

• Prior to it's closing in 2009,
Randall Park Mall was always known
as a run down, mostly vacant, shopping mall
that no one wanted to go to - not a major
shopping destination and one of the
nation’s first “mega-malls”.
• The way they hear about music we listened
to is via “Guitar Hero” or “Rock Band”
video games, not the radio.
• Paul McCartney, George Lucas, Gary Busey, George Clinton(P-Funk), Rod
Stewart, Michael Douglas, and Maurice White (EWF) could be their
grandfathers.
• Carol Burnett, Shirley MacLaine, Cher, Dolly Parton, Glenn Close, Mary
Tyler Moore, and Jane Fonda, could be their grandmothers.
• Betty White could be their GREAT grandmother.

• Coventry Village has always been a nice row of charming stores and
eateries, not a center of counter-culture populated by hippies, head shops,
and underground record stores.

• Michael Stanley has always been some afternoon disk jockey on WNCX, not
the leader of the band that still holds the attendance record at Blossom
Music Center.

• They’ve never heard of The Dazz Band (formerly Kinsman Dazz).

• Geauga Lake was always known as
Six Flags Ohio prior to it's 2007 closing.

• The Rock'n'Roll Hall of Fame opened
the year they were born.

* There has always been a personal
computer in their home and their
parents have always had cell phones
(they probably got a cell phone
in junior high or high school).

• They are not quite clear on who
Art Modell is and why their parents
and grandparents were so mad at him.

But not everything has changed in 30 years...
• They still go see concerts at Blossom Music Center.
• They still ride the Rapid to get downtown.
• They have probably had a milkshake at Tommy's in Coventry.
• They still wonder if the Indians and the Browns will ever be any good.
• They still go swimming, skating, & sledding at Thornton Park.
• They may have eaten a Turkey Ridge sandwich at Grum's.
• They went on school hikes at The Nature Center.
• And they still walk the same halls to the same classrooms we did.
Here’s wishing them all the best...

Tom Barnard
“Get A Haircut!!!”
Currently Living In: Cleveland, OH
Relationship: Sharon Herene, married 19 years
Current Career: Senior Graphic Designer, the Cleveland
Museum of Art
My Story Thus Far...
I think there's just one story everyone wants to know--and a few of you must feel like you've heard it a
thousand times.
WHY I AM A BALD GUY THAT GROWS A GIANT AFRO EVERY YEAR
For years and years, I had season tickets to the Cleveland Indians. Before games at Jacobs Field, I
would stop at AJ Roccos and enjoy a perfectly poured pint of Guinness in a smoke-free pub (before it
was
the law). Seven years ago at the beginning of the season I walked in and the owner, Brendan, was
completely bald. "What happened to you?" He explained he shaved his head to raise money for a
charity researching a cure for kids cancer. I thought he was nuts.
Seven years ago my wife and I attended my cousin's wedding. His bride was a nurse in pediatric
oncology. I asked her lots of questions. I was curious, "how hard is it to drive home from a job like that,
trying to help kids dying of cancer?"
Seven years ago, my new colleague Helen was telling me a story about her only son. He was seven
years old and a cancer survivor. It was a sad story to hear, but she was adamant, her son was going to
make it.
Seven years ago my wife Sharon and I were planning a vacation in Peru. Sharon's colleague suggested
that the US army wasn't very popular down there and I should grow my hair out so I wouldn't be
mistaken for military. I skipped a couple haircuts and my curls (not seen since 1982) sprang back to life.
Our trip was in October, one morning while shaving it dawned on me that I could let my hair keep going
until the end of the month and go to Halloween parties with an afro, dressed as Mr. Kotter. During the
same shave, I realized I could let my afro grow until March, shave my head with Brendan at AJ Roccos,
and raise money to fight kids cancer.
Seven years ago, YouTube was brand new. I thought it would be hilarious to make a video with my
coworkers, all telling me, "here is $10, get a haircut!" a musician friend donated some funky grooves
and
a retro 1970s sensation was born.
By February, thousands of people had watched the video on YouTube, so I made a second video
starring my mother, "Mom Says, 'Get a Haircut!'" By March the 'fro and the videos raised over $6,500
and an alter ego was born.

Every year from Groundhogs Day until St Patrick's Day the campaign is in full swing. I've raised over
$30,000 dollars for StBaldricks.org. BTW, StBs raised over $150k in Cleveland, and gave out grants to
Cleveland research hospitals over $300k. Last year $31 million was raised on thousands of baldies.
The odds of a child surviving childhood cancer has gone way up, although our work is not done.
Find me on facebook or send me an email message and you'll get the zany videos, promos, and I'll hit
you up for $10 during campaign season. Or be a real hero and shave your head. Send me your StB's
url and I'll donate on your head.
How much hair shou ld you expect at the reunion? I was bald in March, my hair was normal in May and
June. By early September it will be bushy--just as you remember me in high school. Be thankful the
reunion isn't in March, I'd wear my disco suit.
MOM SAYS, "Get a Haircut!" http://youtu.be/Yx3wyZnjUTE

You might be surprised to know...
“I've traveled over
25,000 miles by Amtrak
(that's like around the
world)”

Contact Info...
17601 Schenely Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44119

Email - Main: tbarnardiii@yahoo.com
Email - Alt: tbarnard@clevelandart.org

Home/Cell: 216-481-5815
Work: 216-707-2427

Website(Personal): https://www.facebook.com/tbarnardiii
Website (Work): www.cma.org

John Beesley
“He Stands For nothing and falls for everything!”
Currently Living In: St Paul, MN
Kids: Mackenzie (22), Dylan (20), Brooke (11)
Current Career: IT Outsourcing Director with CrossUSA
Former Career(s): Too many to list...

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“Shaker gave me a very balanced experience that has helped
me to be more accepting of others throughout my life.”

You might be surprised to know...
“I’ve been twice divorced.”

Contact Info...
7259 Brittany Lane
St. Paul, MN 55076

Email - Main: john.beesley@comcast.net
Email - Alt: jbeesley@cross-usa.com

Home/Cell Phone: 612-919-2589
Work Phone: 612-919-2589

Website (Work): www.cross-usa.com

Margaret Berger
Margaret Berger Bradley
Currently Living In: Philadelphia, PA
Relationship: David - married since 1995
Kids: Jacob (12) and Noah (10)

My Story Thus Far...
This summer, I took a road trip with my twelve-year-old son to the Outer Banks, watched my ten-yearold Noah parasail above the Atlantic, and set sail myself to find my next career journey, after 14 years
with a national leader in community development. New adventures all over.
Since 1993, I’ve lived in Philadelphia, the last 13 ½ in a neighborhood that comes as close to the village
of community I experienced growing up in Shaker (I like to think I bring a little Midwestern warmth and
hospitality to the edgy East Coast!).
Jacob, our elder boy, will have his Bar Mitzvah this spring and his younger brother Noah starts 5th
grade in one of the city’s magnet schools this fall. From soccer to baseball to piano to singing, they
delight us, keep us moving and crack us up!
My husband David and I just celebrated our 17th anniversary. He’s an independent theater director, arts
educator and arts consultant, whose work ranges from regional theaters to museums to a music nonprofit he co-founded.
With a mom who was a teacher (still subbing at Shaker sometimes) and dragged us to stuff envelopes
at the Youth Center and a dad who owned a small business, maybe it’s no surprise I’ve spent my career
in the in the intersection of the public, private and non-profit sectors. From EPA, to consulting for
foundations and other philanthropies to my just wrapped tenure as COO of The Reinvestment Fund,
I’ve been interested in putting resources to work to build stronger and more sustainable neighborhoods,
schools and housing.
Now I’m looking forward to what’s next… But first a stop back in Shaker for a reunion.

Contact Info...
7114 Lincoln Drive
Philadelphia PA 19119
Home/Cell: 267-304-5397
Email - Main: margaretbbradley@yahoo.com

Brian Caine
Currently Living In: Westlake, OH
Relationship: Sheryl Caine, married 25 years
Current Career: Business Owner - 3 Wild Birds Unlimited
Backyard Birdfeeding Stores, 5 Great Clips Hair Salons
Former Career(s): Continental Bank, Chicago and
Dependable Chemical, Rocky River

My Story Thus Far...
Graduated Miami University in 1986 with an Accounting Degree. Moved to Chicago to work at
Continental Bank.
Got married December of 1986. Moved back to Cleveland in 1988 to take a job as Chief Financial
Officer at Dependable Chemical in Rocky River.
Bought first Wild Birds Unlimited in 1994, second in 1998 and third in 1999. I left my job in 1999 to work
at Wild Birds Unlimited full time.
Bought 1st of 5 Great Clips in 2007. Now own 5. My wife and I love to travel. I golf a lot and sometimes
enjoy it.
I have volunteered at the Rock Hall for the last 4 years and love it.

Contact Info...
2789 Wakefield Lane
Westlake, OH 44145
Home/Cell: (216) 952-5725
Email - Main: seed4u@sbcglobal.net
Email - Alt: seed4u12@gmail.com

Patrick Carey
Currently Living In: Atlanta, GA
Relationship: wife - Michelle
Kids: Alex, Josh, Juliana, Olivia - ages 19-5
Current Career: Registered Land Surveyor

My Story Thus Far...
Spent the first 10 years out of High School doing things so I would not have mid-life crisis now.
After one semester at Cleveland State I took the rest of that year off school and went to Colorado to be
a ski bum. It was an epic snow year (the runoff flooded Lake Powell and Lake Mead for the only time
since they were built). Worked in the back bowls of Vail on Sundays and had many powder runs in the
morning with 5 guys being the only ones back there besides a couple ski patrollers.
Then back to Cleveland and Back to school. I actually enjoyed going to school downtown, walking up
Euclid, lunching with my Dad at New York Spagetti House and having coffee in the Old Arcade. Worked
at Heinen's the whole time.
Backpacked in the Summer (Wind River, Glacier Park, Gore Range, Algonquin Park) Skied in the
Spring, Usually in Colorado but once to Salt Lake and once to Garmish. Finished school then two years
as Somelier (spelling sorry) at Heinen's. Did a week "education/training" in Napa Valley. Stayed at Heitz
and met Earnest Gallo. Left that, then worked at Noggin's briefly and moved to Santa Barbara to start a
bungee jumping company(youtube: Pacific Bungee). Two Summers of that with the winter back at Vail
(took Hangliding lessons and did only one mountain flight. Possibly the most amazing experience
besides watching your child's birth.)
Met my wife in the Gondola building in Lionshead. Followed her to Atlanta and began raising a family.
Couldn't be happier with four wonderful children. Kids play sports and do well in school. Two things I
didn't experience as a kid. Started working in Atlanta at an Engineering/Surveying firm. Been a lot of
places and seen a lot of things surveying in the field.
Two highlights for this airplane buff. Fort Bragg (Pope Airforce Base) surving a large tract of pine trees
in the flight path ! to the bombing range and watching A10 Warthogs fly over at tree top level then
hearing the bombs drop on the other side of the road. Also at Robbins Air Force Base surveying a
wetland just off the runway and watching big bombers doing touch and go's. Self Employed since 2009
and happily busy at the moment. Trying to enjoy life and not sweat the little things. Attempting to beat
the deadline on this project so if there's misspellings and poor punctuation, tough shit. It wasn't rough
drafted, reviewed or revised.

You might be surprised to know...
“Made the National Honors
Society after going back to
school in my 40s (they
must not have had the
correct address for me in
HS or College).”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“I should have applied
myself in HS. My kids are
making up for that now.”

Contact Info...
Email - Main: carey-06@att.net Website (Work): www.dekalbsurveys.com

John Culbertson
Currently Living In: Richmond, VA
Relationship: Andrea Culbertson, 20 years
Kids: 3 children
Current Career: Insurance Exec at Alliance Global Assistance
Former Career(s): Managment Consultant with McKinsey &
Co; worked my way thorugh college as an Amtrak Train Attendant;
developed an insurance product used to finance motion pictures
while at Aon Corporation
My Story Thus Far...
Then and now. My story during SHHS and now...
Car driven: my mom's Dodge Omni / Toyota Solara Convertible
Favorite shores: Sperry Topsiders (white) / Timberland boat shoes (brown)
Favorite Band: The Police / The Police
Highest degree attained: Byron JrHS Diploma / Harvard MBA
Soccer league: Hilltop Soccer Strikers / Over 40 Soccer League
Max # of buttondown shirts worn at once: 2 / 1
Prized possesion: Letterman jacket / Pictures of my kids
Rally cry: Heights Bites! / Time for dinner, kids!
Biggest anxiety: Getting into college / Getting my kids into college
Favorite memory: Tieing for 1st place in soccer / Beach vacations with my family
Favorite Cole Porter Musical: Anything Goes / Anything Goes
Trumpet: Bach Stradivarius / Bach Stradivarius
Favorite clothing label: Izod Lacoste / Polo
Commuting method: Fairmont Blvd Bus, transfer at Lee Road for the #40 bus / Drive 15 minutes to work
Work: Plain Dealer Newspaper Delivery / Chief Underwriting Officer of an insurance company
Licenses held: Moped and Automobile / Automobile, and Airplance (single engine, land)

You might be surprised to know...
“Still loves soccer; still playing trumpet;
still struggling through (my daughter's)
Latin homework.”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“At graduation, I did not appreciate
the quality of the education I
received.”
Contact Info...
12916 Houndstooth Way
Richmond, VA 23233
Home/Cell: 804-364-8894
Email - Main: jculbertson@mba21991.hbs.edu
Email - Alt: culbertson@yahoo.com

Scott P. Dann
“Be very afraid...CPA with a sense of humor!”
Currently Living In: Beachwood, OH
Relationship: Priscilla Davis Dann 23 years married/together 25
Kids: Molly, 18 & Emily, 15
Current Career: Director of Finance for the Mandel JCC.
Former Career(s): Worked as a CFO for a number of small
not-for-profit organizations.
My Story Thus Far...
I am basically the same guy i was 30 years ago. Hopefully, kinder and more tactful.
I've lived in Beachwood since 1999, but almost at the Shaker border. I've been at the Mandel JCC for
over 10 years and I absolutely love my job.
Hobbies and interests include: Spending time with my family, camping, cooking, coaching my
daughters' softball teams, playing fantasy baseball and football, I run a large NCAA basketball pool and
religiously follow my beloved Syracuse Orangemen, travelling, genealogy research.
I have made some wonderful, lifelong friends at both Shaker and Syracuse. I make a conscious effort to
keep in touch with most of them.
I have a really good life although time and money always seem to be at a premium. I have been
blessed with a wonderful family.

You might be surprised to know...
“I toured the Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame with Alice
Cooper. See photo...”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“I shouldn't have been
in such a hurry to
work for a living.”

Contact Info...
23106 Fernwood Drive
Beachwood, OH 44122
Home/Cell: 216-470-0195
Work: 216-593-6242

Email - Main: spd@scottpdann.com
Website(Personal): www.scottpdann.com
Website (Work): www.mandeljcc.org

Alice Davis
Alice Tornquist

“Somehow, against all odds,
she continues to muddle through.”
Currently Living In: Arlington, VA
Relationship: David Tornquist - Married for 16 years
Kids: Matthew Tornquist (14); Caroline Tornquist (12)
Current Career: Vice President, Government Affairs,
Qualcomm
Former Career(s): Time Warner, New York City 1986-1989;
Office of Management and Budget, Washington, DC 1991 –
1995; United States Congress, House of Representatives
Washington DC 1995 - 2001
My Story Thus Far...
This is really a daunting task, but I will give it try. After graduating from SHHS, I enrolled at Hamilton
College in Clinton, New York. I don’t remember why, but it was my first choice school, and I applied
early decision. In any case, I liked it there, and made some very good friends. A highlight for me was the
year I spent in Paris, rooming with SHHS’s very own Ellen Brook.
After graduating from college with a major in history and very little idea of what I wanted to do for a
living, I moved to New York City for no other reason than I wanted to live there. Within three weeks of
arriving, with the assistance of a Hamilton alumnus, I landed a job at Time, Inc. I had a number of roles
there for three years, mostly in marketing. It paid the bills while I worked on upgrading my living
situations from a fifth floor walk up in Hells Kitchen, to a place on the Upper East Side, and finally to a
rent-controlled apartment on Cranberry Street in Brooklyn Heights, which was the best of all.
After awhile, this life of long subway commutes into midtown Manhattan to analyze marketing data
became tedious for me. I felt ennui settling in and I needed a change. So, I quit Time Inc., which had
become Time Warner by then, and enrolled in graduate school at Columbia University’s School of
International and Public Affairs (SIPA). Somehow I survived the quantitative classes there (econ,
statistics, etc.), and earned a master’s degree. At this point, I needed to get serious about my career
and my future.
I decided to move to Washington DC and work for the Office of Management and Budget. My first
interview there, coincidentally, was with a graduate of SHHS, a possible factor in my being offered a job.
OMB was a critical place for me. I met my husband there, and every job that I’ve had since then has
been the result of a connection I made there.
In 1995 I went to work on Capitol Hill for the House of Representatives. This was a lot of fun for me and
I loved it there. It was also during the six years that I worked there that I got married to my husband,
David Tornquist, (1996), bought a house in Arlington, Virginia, where we continue to live, and gave birth
to our two children, Matthew (1998), and Caroline (2000). That was a very busy six years for me!

In 2001, I learned of a job opening at Qualcomm that seemed like a good opportunity for me. While I
loved working on Capitol Hill, the six-year term limit for Committee chairmanships that was instituted in
1995 had resulted in my boss retiring. A new Chairman was selected, and while I had the option of
staying on to work for this new Chairman, the time seemed right to try something altogether new. So off
I went to Qualcomm, where I have been working for the past 11 years.
This experience has been fabulous. In its 26 years, Qualcomm has done amazing things for wireless
technology and for improving people’s lives. It is one of the great American success stories. To be
associated with it and to be able to share with policy makers in Washington DC what has made
Qualcomm a success is a great privilege. As a bonus, I get to travel regularly to San Diego, one of the
most beautiful cities in the world.
When I’m not proselytizing for Qualcomm, I spend my time with my family. Our kids are involved in
sports (Matthew is a soccer and lacrosse player, and Caroline is also a soccer player and gymnast),
and other activities such as theatre and art. So, that takes care of my weekends! I also enjoy walking
our cavachon, Leo, getting together with friends, and visiting family. My parents and sister, Laura, live in
the Cleveland area, and my other sister, Liz, lives in St. Louis.
My children are now 14 and 12 years old, which is hard to believe. My son is about to embark on his
own high school career in September. Meryl Streep, in her 1983 commencement address at Vassar
College, said that real life is like high school, not college, which was obviously meant as a negative
comment about real life. Well, to the extent it’s true, I can only hope that my children’s high school
experiences are as great as mine were at SHHS.

You might be surprised to know...
“I can hardly imagine anything
interesting about me that would
surprise my classmates.
However, apropos of this 30th
reunion, a factoid for me is
that I am one of seven family
members to graduate from
Shaker Heights High School,
including my father (Charles
Davis, ’50) and two sisters (Liz
Davis ’77 and Laura Davis
Monroe ’79), and my uncle
(James Davis ’49) and two
cousins (Kim Davis ’85 and Paul
Davis ’87). Also, my
grandmother, Alice Davis, for
whom I was named, taught
English at SHHS in the 1940s.”

Thinking back on Shaker High...

Contact Info...
3805 N. 26th Street
Arlington, VA 22207
Home/Cell: 202-669-1728
Work: 202-263-0024
Email: alicet@qualcomm.com

“At graduation, I didn’t realize that I
would continue to encounter graduates of
SHHS throughout my life in places far
removed from Shaker Heights and Cleveland.
At every place that I’ve worked, there’s
been someone from SHHS. When I was
interviewing for my first job in Washington
DC, I ended up talking to and being hired by
an SHHS graduate. More recently, in my
current job at Qualcomm, we hired an
office assistant, who is a 2000 graduate
of SHHS. (She was born 1982.)”

Grant Davis
“He’s STILL talking...”
Currently Living In: Cleveland, OH
Relationship: Lisa Davis - married 20 years.
Kids: Kirby (15), Quinn (13) & Trey (8)
Current Career: Raymond James &
Associates - Investment management
Former Career(s): Mcdonald Investments

My Story Thus Far...
I feel like I don’t do enough in a day, but I am actually quite busy. I run around from 7:00 am until late at
night most days and enjoy almost everything I get to do.
I get to work each day with my father, Jerry Davis-shhs class of '48, and own a business that is always
interesting and challenging. we provide investment advice to people who need help.
I went to OSU by default, and graduated with a BA in journalism. I had a great time but was ill-prepared
at the time for anything serious. I had a great time traveling around the country with several fun jobs
and several times to Europe.
After meeting my wife, Lisa, at a bachelorette party for a friend I was in love. She actually came to our
10th reunion weeks after we met and almost did not return my call the next day! I guess we looked old
to her as she was 22.
We have 3 wonderful children who attend Orange schools and have more of our good qualities than the
bad ones. They are by far my best work of the past 30 years.
My brother Cole (shhs '79) spent 20 years in Cincinnati but now owns a great restraurant in Bratenahl
called Americano.
My mother Norma (shhs class of 55) passed away at an early age of an Alziemer's related illness, and
my father has since remarried.
Lisa and I got hooked on yoga about 8 years ago, and it has become such a big part of our lives that we
are teased all the time how narrow our focus us. She is an instructor at Cleveland Yoga and I am there
almost every day.
I believe that regardless of what your vocation is, our jobs are to strike the right balance between all of
the things that are important to us. I am doing my best to find that balance and love where I am, who I'm
with and what I do. Thats a good start.

You might be surprised to know...
“I married up... a LOT!.”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“I just appreciate it more and more as I get older”

Contact Info...
29490 W. Woodall Rd.
Solon, OH 44139

Email - Main: grantd9375@yahoo.com
Email - Alt: grant.davis@raymondjames.com

Home/Cell: 216-952-5247
Work: 216-292-8825

Website(Personal):
Website (Work): www.davisfrayman.com

Allison Dolin
Allison Carey
Currently Living In: Rocky River, OH
Relationship: Don Carey, married 21 years
Kids: Charlie, 14
Current Career: Photographer, The Plain Dealer

My Story Thus Far...
It was the Thanksgiving break of my sophomore year at the University of Wisconsin. I was catching up
on long-distance calls and watching my dog, Julio, turn circles inside my open backpack. He was no
doubt wondering where I’d been and planning on how best to show me his disapproval of my
disappearance.
My brother and I had a long talk that day, he was my source for advice when it came to academia and
my career dreams. Mostly, he reminded me to enjoy every minute of school and life because “it’ll never
be this way again,” he said, “the real world will never be this fun or this free.”
I married Don Carey in 1990 on the deck of the Tall Ship Wolf in the Gulf of Mexico, off the shores of
Key West. It was no ordinary wedding. We have a 14-year-old son named Charlie. He’s got thick
auburn hair, just the right amount of freckles and huge green/hazel eyes. I’m told he looks like me. He’s
getting tall, he’s slim and athletic. He’s a lefty pitcher, plays basketball and just made the high school
golf team as a freshman! He’s headed to high school and I’m freaking out about how fast it goes!! We
have a great black Lab named Willie and live in Rocky River.
I finished my degree in Journalism and Photography in 1987. I freelanced for many years, worked as a
special effects makeup artist for several theaters and on television commercials, was a videographer at
one of the local stations and finally, in 1993 I landed on the photo staff of The Plain Dealer. I love what I
do. I’m mostly a studio, portrait and food photographer, I write, too. I photographed and wrote a column
for many years called “What’s the Deal With…?” It was about cool, historic, oddball stuff around town
like League Park, the Five-Mile Crib, the Superior Viaduct, Squire’s Castle, and the Ghost of Terminal
Tower, the list goes on…and on!
Now I’m the reporter and photographer of a fashion feature called “Fashion Flash.” It’s about everyday
people and their own sense of style and for many years I was the photographer of “Tat Chat” a tattoo
feature. I’ve taken some beautiful portraits of some really unique people like “Ben-the-Piercer” whose
earlobes brushed his shoulders and a kid with a full back tat of Herman Munster's face. I’ve won some
good awards for my work, like Best Studio Photography for Newspapers in Ohio…twice!
I have few complaints and no tattoos…yet! I also make jewelry and sell it at a few local art galleries.

As for regrets, I spent many years not worrying much about myself. As I approached the eve of my late
forties, I took a long look. Now, I make time for me, I eat healthy, have lost about 45 pounds and
actually like going to the gym. It feels really good to feel really good!
And as for my brother’s advice 28 years ago…it was sad, but true! There has been responsibility, joy,
loss, adventure, hard work, worry, drama and fun…but that’s life and it’s worth it!

You might be surprised to know...
“I'm allergic to the sun.”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“Now I know how
privileged we were.”

Contact Info...
Email - Main: acphoto7@gmail.com
Email - Alt: adcarey@sbcglobal.net

Karyn Evans
Karyn Evans Farkas

“The Blessing Already Are”
Currently Living In: Upper Montclair, NJ
Relationship: Daniel Evans Farkas 19 yrs married /
together for 23 yrs
Kids: Talia (13) and Kasey (9)
Current Career: Performing Arts Consultant
Former Career(s): Performing Arts Management 25 yrs
My Story Thus Far...
One thing is for sure. Time since graduation has passed way too quickly. I still remember going off to
Oberlin College with the intention of majoring in Music Therapy. However, I soon found myself actively
involved in the Theater and Dance Department, majoring in Communication Studies and minoring in
Dance.
I moved to New York the week after graduating to pursue a career in Arts Management and thats
exactly what I've done. I have worked for some notable companies and traveled quite a bit. I was the
booking manager for the Dance Theatre of Harlem for a number of years in the early 90's and was with
the company on its historic tour to South Africa shortly after Nelson Mandela's release. Definitely one of
the most memorable trips of my life.
I then spent close to 10 years with the New Jersey Performing Arts Center managing a wide variety of
stage presentations from community to Pop and Broadway shows. I have fond memories of my music,
theater and dance activities that started in my early childhood. I feel very privileged to have made a
career out of my passion.
I married a fellow Oberlin alum who, although we overlapped in years, never knew each other while we
were on campus. It would almost seem that there was a do-over in the elements that were supposed to
connect us, having missed the mark in 1986 when we actually had a class together while still at Oberlin
(small electronic music class with maybe 15 people in it). I have no recollection of him. We met 2 years
later while both working in arts management in NYC. We discovered that we shared a class when my
husband was talking about a music piece he did at a student concert. I recalled the piece but not him. I
checked our transcripts and sure enough…..
We have now been married for 19 years and together for 23. I feel much too young to be able to say
that but I know that there are other Shaker grads with more impressive records.
During my 10 years working and living in NYC, I spotted more than a few Shaker grads, crossing a
street, walking a dog, in the park. When we started thinking about starting a family, we relocated west,
to New Jersey (although it was still a few years before we moved beyond "thinking").

We were/are close enough to still have an easy commute to the city but with a calmer pace during off
hours. I have now been in Montclair (which is 15 miles west of midtown Manhattan) for 15 years. The
only place I have lived longer is Shaker. When people ask me how I ended up in Montclair, I tell them
that was because it reminds me of the town in which I grew up.
So, here I am, approaching 50, two great girls, living in a 113 year old house, in a town with great
history, self-employed as a performing arts consultant and taking it as it comes (picture any fight scene
in The Matrix).
My motto of late is "Not by choice, but by design."

Contact Info...
Home/Cell: 973.768.6944
Email - Main: kd_evfar@hotmail.com

Rebecca Freedman
“A stone with very little moss.”
Currently Living In: Boulder, CO
Current Career: Self-employed writer and editor, semiprofessional singer
Former Career(s): Gawd, do we *really* have to talk
about this??? (OK, I worked for years as a technical writer,
and that was the good part. May have to do it again, but hope
not.)
My Story Thus Far...
Off I went to college in 1982, where I flailed and floundered and sputtered to the surface academically
and socially, graduating from Brandeis with a BA with Honors in English and American Lit, and a tiny but
special coterie of friends. That, and $435/month got me a dinky little studio in Boston, where I lived for a
couple of years in the post-Brandeis slums. After several menial jobs that didn't pay enough to live on,
in despair I went back to school, this time for a Master's in Teaching from Tufts.
The next few years were personally quite difficult, although school wasn't. My teaching was a success,
but alas, my heart was not in it; I merely needed a job where I could boss around somebody else for a
change. I left Boston in 1988, moved everything back to Ohio, where I wrote like crazy to apply to
writing programs, and plotted my first trip overseas. I then spent several months on The Grand Tour,
traveling around Western Europe, learning for the first time as an "adult" how to live in the present.
Upon running out of money and travel companions, I returned to my mom's in Shaker, and awaited
replies from grad school (again). In the end I deferred, stayed in Cleveland another year pulling myself
together, and then in 1990 went off to the Bay Area to get my MFA in Creative Writing (in Fiction) from
Mills College.
This was a very healing and peaceful period of my life. I loved San Francisco, and spent a total of 6
years in the area. It was there I would feel happiest in my adult life for many years to come. While there,
I sang with the phenomenal San Francisco Symphony Chorus under Vance George, quite probably my
most rewarding musical experience to this day.
While in S.F., I was introduced to another singer via a mutual singer friend, and -- alas, perilously
unaware of the widespread injunction against dating tenors -- Dear Reader, I eventually married him.
We married in Chagrin Falls in late 1996, lived like gypsies for a while, then settled in
GodhelpmeCentralJersey, so he could be near NYC for his opera career. Gentle Reader, this was not
an easy life, and I shall avert my fingertips to avoid maudlin details. There was much good, in truth, but
indeed there was also much ugly. In May of 2002, my spouse announced his departure from our
partnership (and eventually the country), blindsiding me, but in the end, leaving me the great gift of
having a second chance at this "being a grown-up" thing. In many ways, my life really started when my
marriage ended. After trying (and failing) to make friends with my life and house in New Jersey, I finally
sprung myself to Philadelphia in 2004, where I hoped to recreate as much as possible on the East
Coast, the life I had loved so much in San Francisco.

The last ten years have been rich, full, intense (no surprise), packed with new people, places, ideas,
and experiences. I have traveled a great deal (not only in the last decade), though I've never lived
overseas. I talk to strangers everywhere I go, have in recent years gotten down with my inner barfly,
and now have true friends scattered around the globe, making the likes of Facebook a genuine boon
and viable tool for maintaining connections.
I have sung in some extraordinary locales (a concentration camp, a multiplex cinema, an ice rink,
Carnegie Hall, Aspen Music Festival, a cave in Australia...); am now living in my seventh US state; I
might just be the North American Online Dating Queen (have kissed fully my share of frogs, plus a few
other girls' share as well); I've had a long stream of soul-stealing jobs (for which I was typically
overeducated and underpaid), and have adequately paid my dues to The Man.
Recent years have seen me find some solvency and fiscal freedom for the first time ever, and with
these, new opportunities to seek a meaningful existence. My peregrinations took me into Colorado for
the first time almost three years ago (due, in truth, to a Shaker/Facebook reconnection!). Less than a
year later, I had moved to Boulder, leaving behind an amazing community in Philadelphia, despite at
long last feeling a part of it. In Colorado, I've been exploring a variety of new activities, with little
resembling my previous lives. I really do miss my Philly Peeps, but the big-ass rocks out here hold a
greater sway.
For the first time in my life, it is not my relationships that define me and hold me someplace. I am single,
debt-free, without obligations or dependents. Many of those I've adored and attached to are gone. I am
free to do as I please. There is a down-side to this, which unfortunately I've had to get cozy with during
the past year in the form of health crises, occurring too soon in a new place. Nonetheless, I know this
new place, these mammoth rocks, this mind-blowing scenery in this mountain gateway, these planet
relics that have pre-dated and will survive long after me, are the entrance to the next phase of my life. I
don't know what it holds. Especially now, as I still await the recovery of my health (oh please!), I have
no inkling what my life is going to look like in the near, or distant, future. I only know that whatever it was
that I was sent here to do on this Earth...well...I haven't done it yet. And living in this arresting and
almost supernatural landscape is the key to whatever it is that's next. I hope I get to stay a while.

You might be surprised to know...
“Hard to say, seeing as
everything's pretty much
come as a surprise to
ME... I can recite nearly
every James Bond movie,
and am known to quote
Jane Austen AND
Buckaroo Banzai.”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“I didn't know that I
would never really feel
nostalgic or wish to go
back. I didn't know that
I'd ever care to
communicate with,
much less befriend,
anyone from that time
in my life. (I did not
stay in touch with any
classmates after the
initial college-years
attrition.) Truthfully, I have the magic of Facebook to
thank for the meaningful reconnections I have found with
Shaker folk.”
Contact Info...
1125 Portland Pl., Unit 1
Boulder, CO 80304
Email - Main: rebecca@freedmans.us
Website(Personal): www.womanonwalkabout.com

Nelson Guda
“Don't try this at home.”
Currently Living In: Austin, TX (and a variety of other places)
Current Career: Artist, Self
Former Career(s): Associate Director and Co-Founder,
Environmental Science Institute, University of Texas at Austin

My Story Thus Far...
A month ago Origin Magazine asked me to write a fifty-four word summary of my work and influences
(including name, title, websites, etc). I don't really enjoy talking much about my life, and I decided that
was impossible anyway, so I sent them a word collage of sorts that touched on important things and
ideas. They liked it, and I was spared the odious task of writing about myself. I'm tempted to do the
same here, but I won't because… well, because you are the people I grew up with.
The first four words I wrote down for that magazine were "change" and "life as art". If life is really art,
then my life might be a Jackson Pollack painting – seemingly totally random from the outside, but driven
by a deep desire for beauty and understanding on the inside. The fifth word was "obsessions".
For many years I was torn between art and science. I loved art, but I felt compelled to do science
partially from interest but more from the thought that it was a larger contributor to society. So from
Shaker I went to Carnegie Mellon in a dual degree program in Physics and Art. Money was an
enormous struggle for me, and after two years of working 30-35 hours a week to stay at CMU I dropped
out, moved to Colorado and spent the summer hiking the Rockies, climbing, washing dishes and souchefing at a fancy hotel. After a cross-country trip I came back to Ohio and enrolled in Kent State for the
free tuition I received because my dad was an assistant professor. I went into the Architecture program
thinking it might be a good mix of art and science but it never really captured me so I dabbled in other
visual arts and in music. I taught myself piano, and I learned to blow glass. I was still struggling to deal
with my parents' divorce, and I think I was searching for a way to express and understand that morass
of emotions.
The most important thing that happened for me while studying Architecture was that I became
captivated with Japanese arts and began studying Japanese. After two semesters I received a one year
fellowship from the Japanese government, cancelled my classes at Kent and left for a university in
Japan to study Japanese arts. When I arrived in Matsue, Japan there were only five other westerners in
this small city that sits in what the Japanese call the shadow side of Japan. It is the place where the old
gods live, and I have a few unaccountably weird experiences relating to that which will have to wait for
another time.

I ended up spending three years in Japan studying Japanese calligraphy, ceramics, printmaking and a
bit of Zen meditation. By the end of the year I wasn't ready to leave so I stayed and supported myself by
teaching private english lessons. In Kent I had been unsure about the path of architecture, and I had
been supporting myself by delivering pizzas and being a janitor at a local restaurant. Studying art in
Japan was far and away more rewarding. There was no question in my mind about going back.
While I was in Japan I had to leave once a year for visa purposes, and I generally went home via Hong
Kong. During that period I also took a side trip to Indonesia to visit the family of a fellow foreign student
whose father happened to be a general in the Indonesian army at a time when Indonesia was a military
dictatorship. I got quite the nice escort through Jakarta when I arrived. It was on that trip that I also
ended up in northern Thailand before it became a tourist haven and was asked to join a Dragon Boat
race in Hong Kong. I turned down the Dragon Boat race because it conflicted with my return flight to the
US. What the hell was I thinking? I have been kicking myself for years over that decision. I just mention
all these things because they taught me one hugely important lesson that has since shaped my life – to
never pass up a unique opportunity, because they don't come back around.
When I finally went back to the US I made peace with my father after seven years of little contact and
finished my degree…. and I was lost. I found the US art scene completely uninspiring, and a summer in
an architecture firm was mind-numbingly dull for me. Within a year I was back in school taking classes
in undergraduate biology. My time in the Rocky Mountains and the trip to Indonesia had ingrained me
with an absolute love for the outdoors, I was a bit of a sucker for adventure, and moreover I had no idea
what to do with my art in a way that I could make a living. A year later I was accepted into a PhD
program in evolution and ecology at the University of Texas, and I moved to Austin.
The years in graduate school were good. I received a National Science Foundation fellowship for three
years and spent my summers in the lowland Pacific rainforest of Costa Rica studying frogs and
polishing my photography skills. I couldn't completely abandon the arts, and photography was the one
thing that was possible while I was doing my doctoral work. Back in Austin I rock-climbed religiously,
and I married Tammy, a woman who had moved down to Texas with me – an art teacher who also had a
passion for the outdoors. As I was finishing my PhD I helped start and establish an interdisciplinary
research institute at the university that was focused on understanding the environment from multiple
disciplines. It seemed like a good thing to do at the time, but it lengthened my stay in graduate school
and ended up as work with a mostly administrative burden – something I never, ever wanted to do.
Over the next few years the research world was cut off by my decision to run an institute instead of
pursuing an academic position, and I started pouring myself back into the arts. I took up a photography
project that can only be described as insane. I called it the Roadless Project and set out to photograph
the National Forest Lands protected by a Clinton Era Forest Service ruling called the Roadless Rule,
arguably the single most important government action in land-based conservation since the 1960's.
There were sixty-million acres of land. I took on this project, because absolutely nobody outside of
conservation organizations knew anything about these lands and the Bush administration was doing
everything in its power to gut the rules. A very close friend gave me some financial help to get the
project off the ground and the Roadless Project quickly became an obsession. I spent months of my
vacation time traveling mostly alone to little known places around the US, hiking or at times kayaking in
with my camera gear, waking early, eating little and ocassionally being acompanied by Tammy. I met
and talked with scores of people across the country – from timber executives to evangelical preachers.
In the end I recruited help from some of the best known landscape photographers in the country, though
I probably covered 80% of the land myself.

As all this was starting I reconnected with Rick Saada, one of my two best friends from Shaker who had
just been devastated by a divorce. I was also becoming increasingly unhappy in my own marriage and
the decision to stay at the university institute was looking worse every year. I buried myself in my
roadless work, stopped climbing and took up a type of yoga called ashtanga to help heal an
increasingly problematic back and also to try and find some mental peace. Towards the end of the
Roadless Project I decided that I needed to leave academia entirely, and the photographic work I had
done culminated with an exhibit in the Russell Senate Building in Washington, DC followed by a couple
of touring exhibits in the west. That was basically the end of my career in science.
The next few years were pretty dark. Leaving my position at the university was – to put it mildly – not
appreciated, because I had been in line to take over as director at some point. More importantly, the
unresolved problems in my marriage began to tear at pieces of me, and I found myself straining to
move in directions that seemed untenable from where I was. On a trip to southwestern Colorado to talk
about and exhibit photographs of politically sensitive forests I melted down. I returned to Austin and
separated from Tammy, my wife of thirteen years and one of my best friends. Six months of counseling,
support from family and friends, and my art and music pulled me out of a sea of brutally cold guilt, bitter
anger and coal black grief. But none of it convinced me to return to the marriage. I had changed. I
wanted more change.
A year later I found myself in a visiting artist position in Montana where I was surrounded by other
artists including Kevin Snipes, my other best friend from Shaker. Kevin had also started out at Carnegie
Mellon but had taken a straighter path to art and was becoming very well known for his line-drawn
ceramic works. Kevin's friendship as an artist has been incredibly important to me, and in general
reconnecting with Shaker friends has been one of the anchors that has helped moor my sanity. The art
foundation in Montana gave me a huge studio and time. It was exactly what I needed. I produced and
shot a music video for a local musician that was later shown in a museum, but mostly I spent the
months sketching, sculpting, destroying, ripping up ideas, and having long talks with the resident artists
through the glorious fall and into a bitter wind-hardened first part of winter. I came away from Montana
with the seeds of a new project that grew out of my struggle with my separation and impending divorce,
a desire to understand the boundaries of human emotions, and a need to push my work beyond
photography into other media. On the drive back to Austin I decided to call it the ENEMIES Project.
That's where I am now. My life seems to be a constant state of change, which I suppose is something I
like. I obsess in cycles that go from three to ten years, picking up new colors and flinging them onto a
canvas that most people probably see as chaos. With the exception of my obsessions, I find it difficult to
live beyond the moment. There is a part of me that revels in the absurd and a part that is serious
beyond discussion. I adore people but I need alone time. I want attention, but I don't like it when I get it.
I think I have made myself into a walking contradiction. Since starting ENEMIES I have been traveling
to gather material in the form of photographs, video and stories from places of past and current conflict
– first in Africa, now in India – next year perhaps in Afghanistan. It is all materials for my works and
paints for the larger canvas of my crazy life. I'll begin making the first works from ENEMIES this winter.
They will be nothing like my previous work. But then, that is how my life has generally been.
…….…….…….…….…….…….
Change, life as art, obsessions, passions, compassions, creation, community, communication, peace
from conflict, fear through courage, gratitude, dark beautiful joy, understanding in loss, boundaries of
experience, body moon, ridiculous but deadly serious, nothing and everything sacred
contradictions self
All I have seen is about balance.

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“I didn't realize how incredibly lucky
I was to grow up in a school
system that was so well integrated
and with so little prejudice. Now,
after traveling quite a lot I realize
how incredibly rare that was. I'm
totally grateful for that upbringing.”

You might be surprised to know...
“Hmm.... Maybe this: I've had
the shaky hand of a drugaddicted robber hold a gun to
my head, pull back the safety
and threaten to blow my
brains out if I didn't open a
safe that I had no key for.
Not the only time I've had a
gun pointed at me, but by
far the least pleasant of
those experiences.”

Contact Info...
3805 Hillbrook Dr.
Austin, TX 78735
Home/Cell: 512-524-6842

Email - Main: nelsonguda@gmail.com
Website(Personal): www.nelsonguda.com
Website (Work): www.enemiesproject.com
Website (Other): www.bartonscreams.com

John Hairston
“Despite it all... still I rise!!!
Currently Living In: San Antonio, TX
Relationship: Benjie Hairston, wife, married 6 years.
Current Career: Hairston Radio Concepts (HRC) (Owner)
Former Career(s): 96.3 WHUR-FM, Washington, DC - On air
radio personality, 102.3 WMMJ-FM, Washington, DC - On air
radio personality
My Story Thus Far...
Here's some of my work history thus far:
1067 The Bridge.Com
Owner/Program Director · Sep 2010 to present · San Antonio, TX
Online radio station that plays the best of the best in music. We play, old and new R&B, Lite Rock,
Smooth Jazz, and Gospel Music.
WHUR FM Radio station · Jan 1995 to Sep 1998 · Washington, District of Columbia
where I worked in DC as an Air Personality at 96.3 WHUR-FM and Majic 102.3 WMMJ-FM and later in
several radio markets including Cleveland (1490 WJMO), Columbus (1580 WVKO), and I'm currently in
San Antonio, TX.
I moved from DJ work to doing news here in San Antonio. For several years I worked as the News
Director at 94.1 KTFM-FM and I've been with KSTX-FM in San Antonio which is a Texas Public Radio
station. It is nationally affiliated with National Public Radio (NPR).
I also have worked as a computer trainer/instructor between radio gigs. I also do some freelance work
writing grant proposal projects for a non profit organization called Success Warriors. They are dedicated
to helping to reduce the high school droupout rates on a nationwide basis.
I attended Hampton University and graduated in 1986 with a B.A. in Mass Media Communicaitons

Contact Info...
7726 Oakstone Place
San Antonio, TX 78251

Email - Main: johnldhairston@hotmail.com
Email - Alt: jhairston@1067thebridge.com

Home: (210) 680-9026
Work/Cell: (210) 440-3968

Website (Work): www.1067thebridge.com

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“Shaker was a great place to grow up for the most part, it
was a much more liberal and open-minded place than most
others I've lived in.”

You might be surprised to know...
“That I have worked in radio
for over 25 years and now I
own an online radio station.”

Ric Harris
Currently Living In: West Caldwell, NJ
Relationship: Mindee - 25 years
Kids: Nic and Zac
Current Career: Accenture
Former Career(s): Aren't we all in the People business?

Contact Info...
Home/Cell: 917-860-5044
Email - Main: richarris69@gmail.com
Website(Personal): Facebook
Website (Work): LinkedIn_Page

Gretchen Hess
Currently Living In: Shaker Heights, OH
Kids: Hal Tafe, 15 and Owen Tafe, 12
Current Career: Elementary Teacher at Lomond
Elementary School, and Juice Plus+ Franchise Owner
Former Career(s): Whole Foods Market

My Story Thus Far...
I loved high school. I did not love college. I got a great education at Connecticut College, but didn't fit in
the New England culture well at all. I spent a fabulous fall semester of junior year of college in Oxford,
England. Thanks to FaceBook, I am in touch with many of my friends from that time. I moved to Boston
with two friends from Conn and started my teaching career at the Kindergarten level in Newton, MA. I
quickly realized that I had lots of book smarts and very few street smarts, so that was a trying time for
me!
I completed my M.S. in Education with certification as a reading teacher, got a job in Marblehead, MA
then in Belmont, MA after that. During this time, I had the wonderful opportunity to work for Whole
Foods Markets and fell in love with nutrition and whole foods. Both of my sons were born while I taught
in Belmont. We lived in a suburban section of Boston and decided to move to Shaker for Hal to start
Kindergarten. We weren't comfortable with what Boston Public Schools had to offer our child, plus
wanted the unique diversity Shaker offers. It was a brilliant decision, as it turns out!
Ten years in Shaker, already... I've been fortunate to get a job teaching second grade at Lomond
School. I love teaching in Shaker and love the staff I teach with. Top shelf, cutting edge all the way! I am
honored to be part of leadership teams in the District. My boys will be in 7th and 10th grades this year,
Shaker Middle School and SHHS. Hal is in the SHHS marching band, heading to Istanbul, Turkey on
the band trip in late March. Owen is an aspiring drum line member. Both boys play hockey and
baseball, among others. We're active at Fairmount Presbyterian Church in Cleveland Heights and Hal
experienced his first mission trip this past June -- to the Domincan Republic. We love our trips to the Ft.
Myers area over spring break and to Lakeside, OH in the summers.
The newest part of my story is a very successful foray into business. For the past two years, I've been
the proud owner of a Juice Plus+ franchise. Really quickly, it's raw, ripe fruits and vegetables in a
capsule. Come talk to me if you want to know more. I've learned so much, gotten a good strong push
on a personal growth journey and am well on my way to financing my retirement, on my terms. It's
through Juice Plus+ that I was inspired to train for the half marathon I'll run on December 1st in
Memphis, TN. What a big surprise how this part of my life has worked out!
I am fortunate to have both of my parents, still. They live in Shaker and so does my sister, Megan
(Class of '87), with her husband and two kids. They go to Onaway. For those of you who know my sister
Kristen (Class of '84), she lives in Boston with her husband and two kids. Alas, I am the only single
mom of the Hess girls. I got divorced in 2004 and have learned much from the experience of coparenting, as well.
That’s my story!

You might be surprised to know...
“I'm training for my
first running race ever a half marathon!”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“I knew nothing at
graduation. I've found that
out pretty dramatically!”

Contact Info...
3285 Dorchester Road
Shaker Heights, OH 44120
Home/Cell: 216-337-7240

Email - Main: g_mail2003@yahoo.com
Website(Personal): gretchen.towergarden.com
Website (Work): www.gretchenhessjuiceplus.com

Amy Hise

“A Life With Many Chapters...”
Currently Living In: Shaker Hts., OH
Kids: Austin, age 13
Current Career: Case Western Reserve University;
Louis Stokes VA Hospital

Former Career(s): Baxter Hyland Division

My Story Thus Far...
After graduation from SHHS, I attended Northwestern University and earned a B.S. in Biomedical
Engineering. While there, I was a DJ on a punk radio show called Fast N’ Loud broadcast on WNUR,
wore a mohawk and lots of leather.
Got a job in the LA area and lived there for 6 years, working in research, driving my Fiat Spider
convertible followed by a string of vintage (and sometimes unreliable) cars.
Finally decided to get my act together and after getting an MPH from UCLA, I went to GW for medical
school then returned to Cleveland for my residency and fellowship training.
During my training I helped conduct field research on HIV/TB in East Africa and also conducted
research on lymphatic filariasis.
Currently I am an Assistant Professor in the Center for Global
Health and Diseases at CWRU and also work at the
Cleveland VA Hospital. I study innate immunity to fungal,
parasite and viral infections, including Rift Valley fever virus
(a category A pathogen that causes epizootic outbreaks
sometimes leading to hemorrhagic fever).
My free time, such as it is, is now spend on my organic
vegetable garden, fishing, kayaking, biking and hanging out
with my 13 year old son and family (sister Beth lives in
Sydney - see pic; Dan in Portland, Oregon; and Joanna in
Madison, WI).

You might be surprised to know...
“I have been to all the
continents except one.”

Contact Info...
3266 Braemar Rd.
Shaker Hts, OH 44120
Work: 216-368-5036
Email - Main: amy.hise@case.edu
Website (Work): http://www.case.edu/orgs/cghd/FacultyPages/HisePage.htm

Rob Hitzig
Currently Living In: Montpelier, VT
Current Career: Self-employed artist and property
owner/manager
Former Career(s): US EPA Superfund and Underground
Storage Tank Programs; Peace Corps Senegal and Benin

My Story Thus Far...
Hmmm ... I'll keep it short.
I quit a good government job in 2004 to become an artist, at least in part, because I got tired of having
money.
Thankfully, I'm still not tired of not having money. I love it, every day is different and I get to make what
my imagination tells me to do.

Contact Info...
188 Elm Street, Apt 5
Montpelier, VT 05602
Home/Cell: 802-279-6178
Email - Main: rob@roberthitzig.com
Email - Alt: rhitzig@gmail.com
Website (Work): www.roberthitzig.com

Chris Horvath
“A Life lived... In and Out Of Tune”
Currently Living In: Los Angeles, CA
Relationship: Tanya Anton - married 11 years.
Kids: Daughter - Sienna, age 10
Current Career: Film/TV composer, Songwriter, Indie
Record Producer, Musician.
Former Career(s): None that I know of.
My Story Thus Far...
So… after Shaker High. I had applied to only one school; Berklee College of Music in Boston. If I didn't
get in my plan was to apply late to Ohio State, and major in criminology to eventually become a Police
Detective (which is hilarious because I have little respect for authority and tend to ignore most rules
when I'm trying to accomplish something).
In 1987, after 5 fun years in Boston where I was fortunate to attended Berklee on the Quincy Jones
Scholarship, I moved to LA to see what life had in store. The idea of living there had been burning in
me almost the whole time I was in Boston.
From the minute I arrived on the left coast I knew I'd made the right decision. I loved the sunny lifestyle
and most of the music I liked was made here so it was a good fit, especially for a then 23yo.
In an amazing stoke of luck fueled by obnoxious persistence, I quickly landed a management job at
Record Plant Recording Studios (a world class recording facility and arguably the best place in town). I
was suddenly at the epicenter of big time record production and walking the halls with the biggest
names in music every day.
Over the next 2 years that I learned 2 things; a good idea of how a business worked; and the fact that I
came here to create music, not be a studio manager. So in the spring of 1989, I gave my notice to the
last day job I would ever have.
When I left Record Plant a few of the artists and clients I'd come to know threw me a mercy gig or two.
It was great because I quickly seemed to have plenty of work doing exactly what I wanted; arranging,
playing sessions, showcases, etc. I thought to myself "Wow, it can't be THIS easy." It wasn't.
Those first gigs only lasted a couple of months and then I was on my own, and I got a sense of how
hard a life in music can be - there were a lot of ups and downs.
About the same time my mom passed away which was really hard on the family. She had been such a
"Super PTA Mom" and cheerleader for her kids; always in our corner and there at every game, concert,
or event, so it hit me hard. But she had been sick for a long time and it was inevitable. I still miss her
today.

The next years were an exciting time and LA was an amazing place to be on so many levels. I was
playing with literally the best studio musicians in the world and starting to work with some of my
childhood heroes and idols. Over the years I've been lucky enough to play or work with Jackson
Browne, Ray Charles, Bobby Brown, David Crosby, Billy Idol, Brian McKnight, Michael McDonald,
Heart, Tommy Shaw, Christopher Cross, Sheena Easton, Atlantic Starr, Milli Vanilli (get me drunk at the
reunion and I'll tell you all about that one), and many more.
I have also been playing in a band called Venice since 1995. It's very much like a modern day Eagles
or CSNY. These guys are like family to me and I feel so lucky to be part of something like this, it's been
some of the best times of my life. We spend more time laughing than anything. The band became very
popular in Europe so we went there quite often for a while.
But after a few years, I was feeling burned out and needed a break from being inside studios all the
time. So I bought a ticket to London to stay with some friends and also took off on a solo Eurail
odyssey through mainland Europe for the next month or so. It was fantastic. This had also happened a
couple of years before when I bought a last minute ticket to Maui and biked around the island for 10
days sleeping on beaches or meeting locals who took me in. That trip started my love for biking which I
still enjoy today.
I came back to LA relaxed, open, and ready for whatever was next. But it was time to also live life
beyond music. I met a girl on the beach named Tanya who had just moved to LA and we started dating,
exploring the California coast, and having a great time. She had been a dancer, singer, and songwriter
in New York for 10 years so we had traveled a similar path. We were both looking for change in our
lives and were completely free to do whatever we wanted whenever we wanted. We would often
decide to take off for a few days up the coast and be rolling within an hour. Ah, youth… the days of
having little responsibility and no "have to's". I want them them back!!!
I also got my pilots license and started flying planes during this time which was a great distraction from
music. In creating music there are no rules and the end always justifies the means; flying is a science
and the complete opposite. It really allowed us to enjoy California in a whole new way. And having
learned to fly in the incredibly complex and crowded Southern California airspace, I feel like I could fly
anywhere.
In 1998 Tanya and I moved in together and started the unending odyssey of home improvement - we've
done every project by ourselves which means we're clinically insane. The initial phase was redoing a
1920's house that probably hadn't been touched since the 60's. Over the years we gutted just about
every room and just finally did our bedroom. The most rewarding part was the kitchen we did which we
still enjoy every day. I also built my recording studio from the ground up out behind our house with a
friend. It took about 3 months and looking back I can't believe I was crazy enough to do it but my
commute to work is only 30 feet and I'm always home so it's pretty great.
In 2001, after dating for 6 years, Tanya and I got married here in LA. I can't think of one thing I'd
change about that day and mostly have Tanya to thank for that. Besides being a professional singer
she also is an experienced chef and has done a lot of events for pretty famous people and throws a
party like no one I know.
We then took off to honeymoon in Italy for almost a month. It. Was. Awesome. Again, Tanya pretty
much planned the whole thing and created an amazing trip that I'd do again in a second. At first it was
hard to get into the laid back lifestyle where everything closes for 2 hrs in the middle of the day and
people dine for 3-4 hours, but trust me; we got pretty damn good at it soon enough.

Our daughter Sienna was born the next spring and I think Tanya and I both pretty much see life in 2
categories; "Before Kid" and "After Kid". At first it was pretty tough because we had no support system
of extended family to help out or our mothers to give advice and "dote on the granddaughter". But we
survived what we now call "baby boot camp" and Sienna is a beautiful 10yo who loves dance and is
doing great in school (unlike her dad who basically treated high school as a 3 year social event, but I
digress…).
Speaking of school, when Sienna was about to start Kindergarten Tanya did all the research on how to
navigate the LA public school choices, which is a confusing maze of permits, charters, magnets, and
such. In doing this she realized that parents needed a place they could find all this information
presented in a clear and organized way. So she started a business that hadn't existed anywhere before
where she offers seminars, private consultation, house chats, and guidebooks that help parents make
the best choice for their child's education. You can check it out at www.gomamaguide.com.
Tanya and I have always been heavily involved in Sienna's school and I was president of the parent
organization for a year - which was almost a full time job but really rewarding. I've pulled back but
Tanya is still super parent and has done a lot to bring technology into the classrooms as well as many
other great things.
I continue to make music but these days it's almost exclusively film & tv. I've been fortunate to work on
many cool shows/films including Grey's Anatomy, SCRUBS, The Tonight Show, Erin Brockovitch,
Samantha Who?, America's Got Talent, ALIAS, etc. I also have a boutique music publishing company
that licenses music to films, tv shows, and websites. It can still be feast or famine but I feel lucky to
have been creating music for 25 years in one of the biggest music cities in the world.
It feels strange to say but for the first time in my life I can see doing something besides music for a
career. After writing and recording thousands of songs, cues, and commercials I wouldn't mind a
change. So who knows... if I find something else that gives me a thrill I might try it.
My dad still lives in the house I grew up in (on Southington) and my sister (SHHS ’86) is in Boston
finishing her Masters degree at Harvard.
I am blessed with better health than I deserve but I hope to get back in better shape soon. I have a
beautiful wife who I've weathered many storms with and tolerates me when I'm not at my best. My
daughter is a great kid and everything I could ever ask for. I have great friends and I live in a cool city
with unbelievable weather and plenty to do. In writing all this I’m reminded just how incredibly lucky I
am.
At the end of the day I've learned that anything worth having takes
work - and a LOT of it. And that life can be hard - it doesn't
necessarily get any easier the more I know.
When I was in my mid 20's, I used to look at guys in their late 40's
and think "Damn, that guy's got it MADE… he has a family, a house,
a career, a reputation, probably some money - he's living the
DREAM!".
Now at age 47 I look at guys in their mid 20's and say "Damn, that
guy's got it MADE… he's bound by nothing, has no responsibilities, a
map to the world, and anything is possible - he's living the DREAM!".
It all happens so fast. I hope that you're all living your dreams.

You might be surprised to know...
“You wouldn’t know it to
look at me but I can
probably swim farther
underwater than you can.”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“Not that I ever gave much thought to the contrary...
but I assumed that most people grew up like we did and
went to the same kind of high school. I soon learned
otherwise - we were pretty damn lucky.”
Contact Info...
3775 Colonial Ave.
Los Angeles, CA 90066
Home/Cell: 310-666-7696
Work: 310-391-1826

Email - Main: chris@jamnation.com
Website(Personal): www.chrishorvath.com
Website (Work): www.jamnation.com

Sara Kass
“I swore I would never grow up to be a fencing
coach. So, I've obviously not grown up... just out.”
Currently Living In: Solon, OH
Relationship: Micah Zakem - married in 2003
Kids: Kira Kass Zakem - 6yrs
Current Career: Head Fencing Coach/Cyrano's Place

My Story Thus Far...
After graduation from SHHS, I went to Baldwin-Wallace college. It was there, 30 mins from home, that I
discovered what a utopia Shaker could be. I think it had something to do with swastikas on my dorm
door.
I would take a year off from school and move to Denver. I taught and trained in fencing while living with
a women who had made the '80 Olympics (which were boycotted) did not make the '84 and would make
the subsequent years w/ '96 being her last. I would also participate, as a scorekeeper at the '84 (and
'96) Olympics. (That was a blast! Oh, the stories I could tell...)
Back to BWC to bring up my GPA and then I transfered to Hunter College CUNY in Manhattan. I would
be team captian/MVP for 3 yrs until graduation. I stayed in NYC for a few more years until I decided to
move back to civilization - Cleveland.
Back to school, again, to get my certification as an athletic trainer (ATC, a profession that I would never
get paid to do). However, while back in school, I was asked to teach a fencing class at a local YMCA.
Once a week, I could do that. And, being in school, I could use the money. The class grew. It was
suggested that I move the fencing to the Beck Center for the Arts in Lakewood.
The program flourished there. Eventually, I moved the program to my own facilities in 2000, the same
year my father would finally claim to 'retire' and I inherited much of his office furniture, which, I still have.
The thing is, I know, and many of you might recall, I swore I would not grow up to be a fencing
coach...So, I've obviously not grown up. (I have earned the knickname of Coach Yoda... I think it has
something to do with my green complexion.)
In between college undergrad and being a fencing coach, I have been a customer service rep,
bookkeeper, volunteer ATC, and receptionist, Kelley Service Chick, a Grad School Drop-out (I tell my
students, if you're gonna be a drop-out, wait until grad school), inside sales, general clerical and
otherwise, Jock. So, nothing significant,that is until I got my own club, Cyrano's Place on the map. I like
to think I make a differance in my own little corner by helping others help themselves. I learn MANY life
lessons that probably kept me out of jail due to the sport. I know I help kids learn to make better choices
through sport. (As well as help some, young and old alike, not get diabetes because this ISN'T a video
game.)

My daughter is a mini-me, which is a mixed blessing, because I know what mischief she's thinking of
getting into before she gets into it. She fences a little bit, but I think there is too much 'sibling' rivalry for
her enjoyment. My husband is an accountant in Beachwood. He's been known to be a competitive
cyclist. However, his latest 'hobby' is aquiring commercial property which he rehabs and gets me to rent
out. Anyone need a apartment in Lakewood?
When I'm not playing Mom or Coach, I'm “blowing my 'bone in public”. I play trombone in two groups.
I'm in the Workman Circle Klezmer Orchestra, which is the largest Klezmer group in the world, or at
least was. We keep losing members due to complication caused by old age. I'm typically the youngest
in the group. I'm also in a Rock Band. Yes, I said, ROCK band, Shulhouse Rock. It's a temple band that
does Rock Shabbats, that are not your grandparent's Shabbat services. I still find it amusing that I'm in
a 'Rock Band' playing trombone. I'm the only one not electric, but I've been known to blast out the guitar
players when moved. I got lungs and I know how to use them. Good lungs also help in yelling across
fields at student when they slack off, or just getting their attention. I've been known to hold a yell for
over a minute at Rocky River H.S. practice. (I'm waiting for the office to come down and find out what's
going on. But, I guess when the kids applaud me when I finally come up for air convinces the admin life
is fine...)
So, now that my daughter has started school full time, I'm back in training. I've always said that I wanted
to make a national team. So, I'm gunning for the Veteran team which is ages 50 and over... yeah, we're
all lookin at at that big 5-0. So, time to take off that spare baby fat, that's my story and I'm sticking to it.
And get my game face back on.
We live in Solon, which feels in some ways like the 'new' Shaker, without the quantity of diversity. It's
there. The variation of people is more, but not as high a percentage. However, it's worth it to have a red
shouldered hawks, Kingbirds, deer, owls, raccoon, skunk, rabbits, etc in our yard. My daughter has
decided since we can't have a pet rabbit, we now have two 'pet' wild rabbits. So much for the garden.
I'm looking forward to our 30th. And, luckily for me, it is only a short drive away. Hope you're in good
health and spirits. See ya there!

Contact Info...
39850 Edith Street
Solon, OH 44139

Email - Main: Sarakass@juno.com
Email - Alt: Info@CyranosPlace.info

Home/Cell: 216-410-7667
Work: 216-227-DUEL (3835)

Website (Work): www.CyranosPlace.info

Marcy Lipson
Marcy Davidovics

Currently Living In: New York City, NY (Upper West Side)
Relationship: Yankel
Kids: Nathan (age 21), and Eli (Yael), Dina (Avi), Riki and
numerous grandchildren
Current Career: LCSW, Social Worker. Director of social
work (and supervisor of graduate students doing their MSW
internship) at large Jewish school; private practice
My Story Thus Far...
After high school, I went to the University of Michigan and graduated with a BFA in Interior Design that I
only used for a short time. I became religious and got married to my husband, Yankel, (14 years my
senior and originally from Hungary)and was blessed with four children (only one I gave birth to but I am
blessed that all four consider themselves my children.) I raised a lot of teenagers.... :)
I went back to graduate school in my 30's and got my Master's degree in social work and ultimately my
LCSW. I have been the social work director at a large yeshiva in Queens for 11 years where I created
an intern program for MSW students and have recently begun a private practice as well.
My husband and I love spending time with our 9 grandchildren (...so far) and they play a central part in
our life. We moved to NYC 2 years ago from Brooklyn, NY where we lived for many years. We are
loving the city. It has enhanced our lives so much.
Life has become so stimulating and exciting and I am involved in many different things. I am an avid
fitness person (zumba, dancing, biking, nia, metcon) and have done the 5 boro bike ride in NYC a few
times.
I have recently been speaking and running workshops in the
mental health field and particularly like doing marriage and family
counseling as well as dealing with substance abuse issues.
My son, Nathan, is a great source of joy... He went from high
school to Israel for a year and is now studying political science
and wants to pursue a career in foreign policy and the middle
east.

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“I feel like a completely different person
than I was back then.... in a good way :)”

You might be surprised to know...

Contact Info...
2373 Broadway #323
NY, NY 10024
Home/Cell: 917-586-5360
Email - Main: ymdavid1@hotmail.com

“I became a sabbath
observant Jew in my 20's. I
am grateful to be a young
grandmother many times over
via my (step )children whom
I took on when I got
married.”
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John Moore
Currently Living In: Boulder, CO
Relationship: Valeria Moore - married 19 years.
Kids: Dylan (16) Michael (14)

My Story Thus Far...
I entered the Marines after SHHS, despite my affinity for the smokers hall. Went from USMC to UMD
and then to Silicon Valley, where I married a Brazilian and settled down to paying mortgages. Recently
I've redicovered my inner jock and completed several Ironman Triathlons
The Marines uncovered, or perhaps developed, a wanderlust and I have traveled and moved frequently
ever since. I've lived in at least 5 states and filled several passports with travel stamps for both business
and pleasure. My wife Valeria also likes change and adventure and has been the first one to grab the
packing tape when we decide to move on. With two teenagers now we are trying to be a little more
stable while they get through high School, but we still spin the globe and talk about where might be fun
next when (and if) htey leave the house.
I've worked for a series of high tech firms (Sun, Cisco, Juniper) and I am sure I'll tell stories about the
golden age of watching the Internet
develop and grow from nothing. One of
my customers at Sun was Mosaic who developed the first browser (now
called Netscape) so I was pretty close
to ground zero!
As of right now, Boulder Colorado is a
perfect spot for me and the family with
fresh air and great outdoor activities,
with lots of chances for skiing, biking,
running and more. If you are heading
out this way, please look me up.

Contact Info...
4647 7th St
Boulder, CO 80304
Home/Cell: 303-990-1890
Email - Main: jkm4647@gmail.com

Andy Pollis
“Look For The Gift In The Problem”
Currently Living In: Cleveland, OH
Relationship: Pavia Lewis; together 31 years, married 23
years
Kids: Lewis (Lewie), age 20; Madeline (Maddie), age 18.
Current Career: Law Professor, Case Western Reserve
University School of Law (Cleveland)
Former Career(s): Partner, Hahn Loeser & Parks LLP
(Cleveland)
My Story Thus Far...
Moved around a lot in college/law school (Providence, Italy, Seattle, Boston), then came back to
Cleveland to raise my family.
Had an 18-year career as a trial/appellate lawyer; worked very hard and learned a lot, but made a big
change in 2008--took a visiting professorship at Case in the clinic, where our students represent lowincome folks with various types of consumer disputes. I love my students, I have a great teaching
partner, and the clients and cases are fantastic. In short, I feel like I won the lottery and get up every
day feeling ridiculously lucky.
We will be empty-nesters this year, as our daughter starts her freshman year at Vassar (Pavia's alma
mater), while our son starts his junior year at Brown (my alma mater). Next spring I get a semester off to
write; with no kids at home anymore, Pavia and I plan to spend much of that semester in Rome.

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“I knew it all back then.
It's now that I find I
don't know things.”

You might be surprised to know...
“I went to law
school with
President Obama.”

Contact Info...
1305 Yellowstone Road
Cleveland Heights, OH 44121
Home/Cell: 216-346-8930
Work: 216-368-2769

Email - Main: andrew.pollis@case.edu
Website (Work): Andrew Pollis Website

Peggy Pozdol
Peggy Dettinger
Currently Living In: Grosse Pointe, Michigan
Relationship: Pete Dettlinger/married 24 years
Kids: Daughters: Raleigh, 22 and Madi, 17 Son: Drew, 19
Current Career: Assistant Head of Lower School,
University Liggett School
Former Career(s): Elementary school teacher: 24 years

My Story Thus Far...
After graduating from Shaker I attended Miami University. I could not have chosen a better place to
spend my college years; a beautiful campus, wonderful programs, and plenty of activities to become
involved in. I left Oxford, Ohio with great memories, lifelong friends, a boyfriend who I eventually
married, and a “real” job.
My first teaching job was in Maple Heights, Ohio. I was one of about 100 teachers hired after a massive
buyout and quickly found myself in a school system with many inexperienced teachers, little funding,
and raging city politics. My 2 ½ years there taught me a lot about myself and children and gave me a
solid foundation for the education career I continue today.
In 1988 I married Pete Dettlinger, becoming a Miami Merger, and moved from Cleveland to Boston.
Gretchen Hess was one of my bridesmaids and a big help in getting us settled into our new life in
Boston. While we enjoyed living out east and truly being on our own to start married life, we missed the
Midwest and returned to the Detroit area after just one year.
Almost 25 years later and now with three children, I still live in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, a very “Shakerlike” suburb outside of Detroit. After teaching first and second grade for 21 years at University Liggett
School, a private school in Grosse Pointe, I am now on the administrative side of education having just
finished my first year as the Assistant Head of the Lower School. Having returned to University Detroit
Mercy to receive a Master’s Degree in Special Education with a certification in learning disabilities I am
also a member of the school’s student support services team working with, and developing plans for,
children with specific learning needs.
Although it sounds cliché, I have had a great 30 years after Shaker and feel very blessed to have a
wonderful family, fulfilling career, and great health. I do get to Shaker a few times a years, as my
parents still reside on Rolliston Road, and yes, they still shine the bright yellow porch light.

Contact Info...
305 Rivard Blvd.
Grosse Pointe, MI. 48230
Home/Cell: 313-408-4218
Email - Main: detroittribefan@yahoo.com
Email - Alt: pdettlinger@uls.org

Judy Richey
“She Was A Wild Child”
Currently Living In: Brecksville, OH
Relationship: Previously married 20 years. Currently redating
an ex boyfriend from Shaker.
Kids: Melanie 17 yrs. / Mason 15 yrs.
Current Career: Stay at home Mom & future National Park
System Naturalist.
Former Career(s): Shaker Hts. High - Math teacher. United
States Department of Defense - Computer programmer/analyst

My Story Thus Far...
Still unbeknownst to me how, I managed to graduate from High School 6 months early. While others in
my class were participating in graduation ceremonies and festivities, I had already moved away from
home and was working full time in Engineering Reprographics.
Tired of the full time employment grind and my dad's persuasion to attend college, I enrolled at
Cleveland State University. I was going for all the wrong reasons, did not possess the necessary
motivation for success, lost interest, quit and rentered the work force.
I really wanted to be a radio DJ at this time and looked into the Ohio School of Broadcast. I was told my
first job out would probably be on a radio station in some remote land like Kansas working the
graveyard shift entertaining people with insomnia. I spent the next couple years working a slew of
different jobs and accomplishing a whole lot of nothing.
It wasn't until I was working as a dispatcher for an appliance store where my boss dumped a cup of
coffee on my head at work because she was having a rotten day and mad that it went cold before
consumed... that I was imparted with the proper motivation I previously lacked.
The next 5 years I spent at KSU with drive and determination fueled by that coffee on the head incident.
I left the university with a degree in Math and secondary teaching certification. I was later employed at
Shaker High as a Math teacher. I found that in order to survive teaching teenagers, u need nerves of
steel and a coat of armor or, be on a lot of Xanex. Some of my former teachers were still there and were
glad to see that I "turned out alright".
After leaving teaching at Shaker I have had several run ins with former Shaker teachers of mine. I was
in a Fungi class with Science teacher Rob Sylak, a landscaping seminar with Science teacher Ken
Culek and missed out on a Math teaching position at Brecksville High that Math teacher Al Siebert
landed. My kids were thrilled I wasn't going to be teaching in their school.
Along those same lines, I have crossed paths with former Shaker students of mine. One was teaching a
summer nature class my kids attended. Having a former student of mine now teaching my kids was all
kinds of wierd. Another was working as a History teacher at Cleveland Hts. High.

I asked him how it felt being on the other side of the desk. He characterized going to work as swimming
through a sea of razor blades and lemon juice.
After leaving the teaching profession, I worked as a introverted computer programmer / analyst. The
last 17 years I have spent as a stay home mom.
Both of my kids are now teenagers that are not walking on the wild side as I did. With their ever
increasing independence, I have been imparted with time to rediscover and reinvent myself.
I am a self study naturalsit that would like to one day be employed as a metro or national park
naturalist. Brecksville Reservation and Cuyahoga Valley National Park are my playgrounds. When off
duty from my "Domestic Engineer" job, I can be found camping, canoeing, kayaking, hiking, cycling or
caving.

You might be surprised to know...
“I was a Math teacher at
Shaker High.”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“Shaker's racial and
cultural diversity,
acceptance and harmony
was/is an enigma.”
Contact Info...
judy_richey@yahoo.com

Kathy Roth
Kathy Roth-Douquet

“The Adventure Continues”
Currently Living In: Stuttgart, Germany
Relationship: Greg Douquet, married 15 years.
Kids: Sophie, age 15 & Charlie, age 10
Current Career: Nonprofit executive; CEO Blue Star Families
(military family support organization) and attorney
Former Career(s): Goverment (Clinton White House and
Pentagon) political (presidential campaigns) foundation world
(Revlon and Nathan Cummings) and authors (2 books).
My Story Thus Far...
After living in Cleveland Hts and Shaker Hts for 18 years, the longer I've lived anywhere since is four
years. I went to Bryn Mawr College, but in the summers lived in NYC, Boston, and Washington, DC
(with Sam Diener and Lisa Greber). Two things happened in my college years that shaped the rest if my
life. In 1984 I took a semester off to work for the Mondale/Ferraro campaign. In 1986, I lost my mother.
After graduation I worked for the Paul Simons presidential campaign in Iowa, Minnesota, and Illinois,
then for Dukakis. After we lost, I went to South America for 7 months, learning Spanish and as a
freelance journalist. I lived and traveled in Ecuador, Peru and Columbia.
I went to graduate school at the Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton, for public and international
affairs, which was great, a lot of fun. That lead me back to Manhattan, to a job at a foundation. But the
next campaign soon called me, and in January of 1992 I began working with the Clinton campaign. I
almost didn't realize Democrats could win, so it was sort of amazing when we did.
I worked through transition into the White House, actually rode in the motorcade to inauguration and
from the swearing in back to the White House. For two years after that I travelled the world setting up
events for the president. It was then I met my husband. Greg was a Marine captain then, one of the
Predident's helicopter pilots, we met at a ball at the US Embassy in Manilla, the Phillipines. We danced
all night.
After the White House I went to work for the billionaire Ronald Perelman, helping him give away money.
It was a pleasant job. Then when I got engaged I moved back to DC and took a job at the Pentagon, in
defense reform. That lasted two years, I got married, had a baby, my baby had open heart surgery, and
we moved to Japan. The last three happened within about a four month stretch.
In Japan I taught a government class at a University of Maryland satellite campus, was a pundit in an
English language cable tv station, and collected antique kimonos. We returned to San Diego where we
bought a home, I had a second baby, and I got a law degree.

My husband deployed twice, the second time to be part of the invasion of Iraq. After four years in San
Diego, we made a brief stop in DC, then moved to Jacksonville, NC, where my husband commanded
an assault helicopter squadron. I had always wanted to write, and I figured I had nothing else to do in
Jacksonville, so that was the time. I published my first book, AWOL (HarperCollins, in paperback now
on Amazon!) in 2006.
A fellowship took us to London for the year in 2007, where we met the Queen and my 10 year old's
school class was part of a performance at the Royal Albert Hall. It was a wonderful year, lots of travel.
Alene Hokenstad's family visited. I wrote my 2nd book in London, which didn't do as well, alas.
We went from London to Paris ... Ok, Parris Island, where Marines are trained. I was involved with the
Obama campaign, and got the excellent assistance of Chris Horvath for a commercial we made (Chris
did the music). A group of us started an organization called Blue Star Familes that organizes on behalf
of military Familes and develops partnerships with larger society (eg, with Facebook, Disney, museum
associations, theaters, etc).
Throughout this time I've continued to practice law - serving on the panel for the court of appeals in
California and now working with a venture firm on a multi concept ski resort/retreat in Utah.
We moved to Stuttgart, Germany last year, my husband is chief of staff for Marine Forces Europe. My
kids go to a Swiss International School and learned German. I telecommute back to the States, and
travel back frequently. We love Europe, I write this from Verona.
It's a long way from
Cleveland, but I plan to try to
make it to reunion if I can.

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“SHHS is a more integrated
and open place than most.”

You might be surprised to know...
“I worked as a fire-eater in
college.”
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Contact Info...
CMR 445, Box 383 APO, AE 09046
Home/Cell: 619-990-8231
Work:

Email - Main: Kathy@roth-Douquet.com
Email - Alt: Kathyrd@me.com
Website(Personal): www.Roth-Douquet.com
Website (Work): www.bluestarfam.com

Amy Rothenfeld
“Through love and loss, she carried on...”
Currently Living In: Solon, OH
Relationship: Stephen Douglass 12 years married (1999)
Kids: Isabella (9) Emma (7)
Current Career: Mother (Nurse, Social Worker, domestic
engineer, chef etc) Retail at JCrew
Former Career(s): Retail management, GAP, ESPRIT

You might be surprised to know...
“I gave up doing gymnastics
when I busted my knee
(both ACL and PCL)”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“Sometimes it just
doesn't matter what you
learn or study, we are
just winging it.”

Contact Info...
34800 Forest Lane
Solon, OH 44139
Home/Cell: 216-346-2366
Email - Main: arothenfeld@yahoo.com

Richard Saada
“Really, we can't make this stuff up.”
Currently Living In: Sammamish, WA
Kids: Carrie (15) Stephanie (12)
Former Career(s): Software Programmer (Flying Lab
Software, Microsoft)

My Story Thus Far...
I left Shaker for Princeton, following my father and my sister there. I started out majoring in Electrical
Engineering and Physics, only to discover half way through sophmore year that I was only passing
physics because my roommate was brilliant. Meanwhile, this computer stuff seemed pretty easy, so I
did that instead. As graduation neared, I applied to Caltech, MIT, Berkley, and Stanford for grad school.
On a lark, I applied to a small software company that a few of my friends from the year ahead had gone
to work at. That turned out to be a good idea, as every grad school turned me down. I've been meaning
to write them all thank you notes, because I started at Microsoft about 3 months after they went public.
I worked there through the glory years, helping write Word, Windows, Exchange, and Money, and
watched it grow from a small (< 1000) person company to a 15,000 person company. I married another
Microsoft programmer in 1992, and tried to spend more time enjoying the beautiful Pacific Northwest.
Somewhere along the way, the nimble underdog of a company going up against IBM, Wordperfect,
Lotus, DBase turned into the evil empire, and it stopped being fun. I left in 1994, and took a few years
off from computers to let my arms recover from the damage of 80 hours weeks at the keyboard. I spent
some of my time doing venture capital investing. The first pitch I heard was from a friend of mine from
Princeton who had this idea to start an internet bookstore. Once again being the right place at the right
time, I gave Jeff Bezos some money to help start Amazon.com.
My first daughter (Carrie) was born in 1996, and somewhere in 1997 I started helping out a couple
friends with their game company, Flying Lab Software. A second daughter (Stephanie) was born in
2000. Sadly, my marriage fell apart in 2002, shortly before our 20th reunion. I continued at Flying Lab
Software, eventually becoming a co-owner, and we produced Pirates of the Burning Sea, an online
computer game, as well as several kids games for the Upper Deck trading card company and the
Bakugan toy line. I returned to dating a few years later, meeting a woman at a college friend's wedding.
My luck, by this time seemed to have run out. My first real relationship after my divorce ended up being
with a pathological liar who eventually started stalking me. This required the intervention of lawyers, and
made me rather skittish about dating for a while!
Meanwhile, I've been an active parent, volunteering at the kid's schools, and being the defacto school
photographer. I've done a lot of hiking in the mountains of Washington, plus a fair amount of skiing,
sailing, and assorted traveling with my family. I largely ended my association with FLS last winter, and
I'm now looking around at what I want to do next. Still trying to figure out what I want to be when I grow
up, which I've been putting off as long as possible! As my children will tell you, I'm still about 10 at heart.

You might be surprised to know...
“For several years I made
more money gambling in Las
Vegas than I did at
Microsoft.”

Thinking back on Shaker High...
“We had fabulous
teachers who I
didn't appreciate
nearly as much as
I should have.”

Contact Info...
22018 SE 21st Pl.
Sammamish, WA, 98075
Home/Cell: (425) 445-7872
Email - Main: richard_saada@comcast.net

Dan Tinianow
Currently Living In: Bexley, OH
Relationship: Jinnie Tinianow
Kids: Matthew Tinianow, 16 months

My Story Thus Far...
After Shaker, went to Oberlin College. Graduated in 1986 with a degree in Communications.
Worked a year in freelance production in Cleveland after graduation, then went to live in Japan for a
year on the JET Program. After that, started grad school at Syracuse University, where I earned a
Masters in TV/Radio/Film and a Doctorate in Communication.
I got a teaching job at Austin College in Texas, then moved out to the Los Angeles area to work in the
entertainment industry for a few years, working on a wide range of projects.
Then went back to teaching again, this time at La Sierra University in Riverside, CA. During this time, I
met and married Jinnie, who is a Chinese language translator and interpreter, as well as Chinese
teacher.
We had a baby boy in April of 2011. About a year ago, moved back to Ohio to help my mother and raise
Matthew in a better environment than Riverside.
I am back to working freelance after a year teaching at Capital University in a one-year position.
I also just published my first title for the Kindle platform (with a few more in development). It's a story
concept generating system for creative writers which you can check out here:
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B008WP5BQI

You might be surprised to know...
“I was a contestant on
"Who Wants to be a
Millionaire?" and I am a
trained hypnotherapist.
No connection between
the two...”

Contact Info...
Home/Cell: 951-237-7994
Email - Main: dantini@gmail.com
Email - Alt: dan.tinianow@me.com
Website(Personal): https://www.facebook.com/drdant
Website (Work): http://dmdsn.com/

Scott Weltman
Currently Living In: Pepper Pike, Ohio
Relationship: Melanie. Married for 17 years.
Kids: Ben -- 15. Allison -- 13. Dana -- 13
Current Career: Attorney. Weltman, Weinberg & Reis Co.,
L.P.A.

My Story Thus Far...
After graduating from Shaker I went to Los Angeles and attended U.S.C. for both undergrad and also
law school. I stayed in LA for a few years working for a law firm and then moved back to Cleveland. I
got my dad to give me a job and 20 years later I am still at the same job.
I met my wife Melanie in 1993 and we got married in 1995. We are parents to 3 kids.
Our oldest, Ben, is a sophomore at Orange High School this year. He plays football and baseball.
We also have twin daughters, Allison and Dana, who are 13 and in 8th grade. The girls like performing
in plays and also play volleyball in school.
The kids finally wore Melanie down and convinced her to get a dog. My first dog.
I am still waiting for any Cleveland sports team to win a championship. I am looking forward to the
parade.

Contact Info...
21 Pepper Creek Drive
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
Home/Cell: 216-906-9080
Work: 216-685-1032
Email - Main: sweltman@weltman.com Website (Work): www.weltman.com

Marc S. White
Currently Living In: Savannah, Georgia
Relationship: Wife - Carol
Kids: Eight Children
Current Career: Fashion Designer, Visual Artist

My Story Thus Far...
Marc S. White has been hailed as a Conscientious Designer. He allows his spirituality, love for the
planet, its global cultures and customs to guide his life and design aesthetics.
In the early part of his career, Marc was quoted as saying, “If given the opportunity I would visit
impoverished areas and neighborhoods throughout the world to distribute quality clothing to people who
are in need,” and he has dedicated his life to doing just that. By designing for well-known clients and
other lovers of high fashion couture, White has been able to take what is earned and the materials that
are left to create for those in need.
Viewed by many of his colleagues as a contemporary Renaissance man, Marc sees fashion as the
ultimate form of expression. “We choose clothes that represent our personalities, our moods, the times
we live in, our ambitions and our desires,” he says.
Consequently, he holds a philosophical vision of “traditional clothing” that translates into completely
modern sartorially pleasing and covetable wear. He uses the vitality and art of the urban community and
infuses it with a global vibe for modern life and every day wear.
Marc was the first African-American admitted to the newly formed Kent State University School of
Fashion Design and Merchandising, which opened in 1983. He interned at The Russell Trusso Fashion
House in Cleveland Ohio in 1986-87 and honed his illustrative skills studying Watercolor Theory with
Artist Clarence Perkins of The American Watercolor Society. He also was the personal fashion designer
and part-time stylist for Jazz Trumpeter Wynton Marsalis between 1985 and 1988.
Over the span of his 20-plus year career, he has worked constantly to create clothing for such stars as
Oprah Winfrey, Whitney Houston, Spike Lee, The Neville Brothers, Sonya Robinson, Dr. Bertice Berry,
Winnie Mandela, Mutabaruka and a host of other dignitaries, artists, personalities and beautiful people
throughout the world.
Living abroad between 1990 and 2010, Marc has had the opportunity to reside in West Africa, Israel
and Europe. Marc’s pilgrimage across the globe and through life is the inspiration for his designs.
A lifelong love affair with Eastern cultural elegance spawned a collaborative in 1992 with India’s famous
fashion designer to the stars, Xerxes Bhathena, producing a line of clothes that were sought after
across the globe.

His design style epitomizes a laid-back global luxury accomplished by combining organic fabrics,
unexpected textures that are inspired by nature, “easy” colors and instantly recognizable cultural motifs.
His products are classified green, focusing on providing sustainable and affordable articles made with
longevity in mind. His manufacturing employs socially conscious production methods, or low impact
processes as well as the use of vintage, re-purposed and or up-cycled products.
Marc has a beautiful family comprising eight children and his lovely wife Carol. They enjoy organic
farming and working to make the world a better and more conscientiously beautiful place.

Contact Info...
Email - Main: pmhg2005@yahoo.com
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